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Introduction


The Governments of the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, and Norway; the Council of Europe, the European Environment Agency, and the United Nations Environment Programme; the European Centre for Nature Conservation, the World Conservation Union-IUCN, and the Central and Eastern European Working Group for the Enhancement of Biodiversity, have all collaborated in the development of seven action plan proposals to present to the PEBLDS Council.  The proposals specify the crucial actions and interventions needed for action through the PEBLDS to achieve the targets set out in the Kyiv Biodiversity Resolution, adopted by the PEBLDS Council and the European Ministers at the Kyiv Ministerial Conference this year.


In this regard, the PEBLDS Council may recall that it was agreed to reach the target of halting the loss of biological diversity at all levels by the year 2010 and to do this by committing jointly to achieve nine key targets:

Forests and biodiversity:

1. By 2008, contribute to the implementation in the pan European region of the Forest Biodiversity Expanded Programme of Work of the Convention on Biological Diversity through, inter alia:

a) Implementation of the objectives and activities of the Framework for Co-operation between the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe and the Environment for Europe/Pan European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy;

b) National Forest Programmes according to the MCPFE Approach to National Forest Programmes in Europe (adopted at the Vienna Conference in April 2003);

c) Application of the ecosystem approach.

Agriculture and biodiversity:

2.
By 2006, the identification, using agreed common criteria, of all high nature value areas in agricultural ecosystems in the pan European region will be complete. By 2008, a substantial proportion of these areas will be under biodiversity-sensitive management by using appropriate mechanisms such as rural development instruments, agri-environmental programmes and organic agriculture, to inter alia support their economic and ecological viability.
3.
By 2008, financial subsidy and incentive schemes for agriculture in the pan European region will take the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in consideration.

Pan European Ecological Network:

4.
By 2006, the Pan-European Ecological Network (core areas, restoration areas, corridors and buffer zones, as appropriate) in all States of the pan European region will be identified and reflected on coherent indicative European maps, as a European contribution towards a global ecological network.

5.
By 2008, all core areas of the Pan-European Ecological Network will be adequately conserved and the Pan European Ecological Network will give guidance to all major national, regional and international land use and planning policies as well as to the operations of relevant economic and financial sectors.

Invasive Alien Species:
6.
By 2008, the pan European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species developed under the Bern Convention, fully compatible with the Guiding Principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity, will be implemented by at least half of the countries of the pan European region through their respective Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans. 

Financing Biodiversity:
7.
By 2008, there will be substantially increased public and private financial investments in integrated biodiversity activities in Europe, via partnerships with the finance and business sectors, that have resulted in new investment opportunities and facilities as outlined by the European Biodiversity Resourcing Initiative, taking into account the special needs of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia.

Biodiversity Monitoring and Indicators:
8.
By 2008, a coherent European programme on biodiversity monitoring and reporting, facilitated by the European Biodiversity Monitoring and Indicator Framework, will be operational in the pan European region, in support of nature and biodiversity policies, including by 2006 an agreed core set of biodiversity indicators developed with the active participation of the relevant stakeholders.

Public Participation and Awareness:
9. By 2008, at least half of the countries in the pan European region are implementing national Communication, Education and Public Awareness action plans, in line with the CBD’s Global Initiative on Communication, Education and Public Awareness, in order to communicate biodiversity and landscape policies and to increase multi-stakeholder participation, particularly indigenous and local communities, in their implementation.

Reaching the key targets and the overall 2010 target requires a broad spectrum of action at the national and regional levels. Actions at the national level should focus on the implementation of crucial elements of the national biodiversity strategies including tackling problems of a trans-boundary nature and participation in (sub) regional and international negotiations aimed at creating the right environment and incentives for biodiversity conservation.  There are many international fora (PEBLDS; CBD; EU/EEA groups, WTO committees, etc.) and instruments (Global Environment Facility, the UNEP/ECNC/IUCN/REC Biodiversity Service, etc.) that exist to help PEBLDS countries to reach each of the targets. The action plan proposals highlight and address some core elements that best can and should be undertaken under the direct umbrella of the PEBLDS, through concerted actions and regional cooperation, with the involvement of governments, non-governmental organizations, relevant stakeholders, and economic sectors.  The action plan proposals strive to take into account ongoing work in the pan European region and emphasise the achievement of results rather than the implementation of activities.

The PEBLDS Council may consider:

1. Providing comments on each of the proposed action plans.

2. Indicating their interest to become involved in leading the implementation of each proposed action plan, or leading or assisting in the implementation of specific activities.

3. Indicating opportunities to resource the implementation of each proposed action plan.
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